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PEACOCK ON A SKULL EXHUMED AT PAYENHAM. CXXIX 

Even Dr. Nott, when residing among the negroes, had great difficulty 
in procuring a genuine negro skull. They were indebted, however, 
to Dr. Peacock for his paper, though they could not found any 
generalisation on the case brought forward. 

Dr. Peacock said there could be no doubt that the skull exhibited 
was that of a genuine African. The skulls of negroes vary very much 
even amongst the genuine races, as European skulls differ ; but he felt 
sure that the specimen on the table was that of a pure negro, though 
he did not know of what race. Referring to the discussion on Dr. 
Gibb's paper on the larynx, he said he considei-ed the facts bearing 
on the difference of the organs of the white man and the black as of 
great importance. Dr. Gibb had mentioned that the distribution of 
the arteries was different in the negro from the European race, and he 
thought it probable that it would be found on careful comparison that 
in the system generally there were minute distinctions. 

The following paper was also contributed by Dr. Peacock : — 

Memorandum on a Skull exhumed at Pavenham, in Bedfordshire. By 
T. B. Peacock, M.D., L.R.C.P. 

The skull, together with other bones, was recently exhumed in a 
gravel-pit on the property of Joseph Tucker, Esq., at Pavenham, in 
Bedfordshire, Three years ago several skulls were found ; last year 
one was exposed, and altogether parts of eleven skeletons have been 
found in the same place. The bodies had been buried in the gi'avel, 
trenches being apparently dug just so deep as to contain them, and 
then covered with the soil which was about two feet in depth. The 
skeletons were laid flat, some had their heads to the north, but others 
were in all directions. Along with the bones were found some large 
iron nails and pieces of iron, six or eight inches long, possibly the 
remains of swords or spear-heads, and some pieces of pottery. 

The skulls, with the nails and pottery, were sent by the Rev. S. 
Ram to Dr. Rolleston, of Oxford, and are now in the Radcliffe Mu- 
seum. The long pieces of iron were thrown back into the pit, and 
covered with soil. 

Dr. Rolleston regards the pieces of pottery sent to him as decidedly 
Roman, and states that they are " well burnt and of fine finish, 
but not quite of the colour of Samian ware." The skulls, he says, 
have not " the rough and worn appearance in general, nor any of the 
special characters ascribed to British ; the teeth are much worn, but 
in other respects they present such characters as are found in true 
Roman crania." 

The skull exhibited to the Society is imperfect, wanting the bones 
of the face, but the calvaria is complete. The frontal region is some- 
what narrow and low, and the parietal regions are flattened, the sa- 
gittal ridge prominent, and the vertex somewhat pointed. The 
sutures are entire. The cranial cavity is large, being capable of con- 
taining seventy-two ounces eight drachms of sand, by avoirdupois 
weight, indicating a capacity of eighty cubic inches, or of 1310 cubic 
centimetres. 

The longitudinal diameter is seven inches and a half, the trans- 
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Yerse five and a half; the height from the external auditory foramen 
to the vertex is five inches, and the circumference twenty inches. 

Two years ago, some pieces of pottery, consisting of the handle of 
a large vessel and a small jar were found in the same gravel-pits. 
The former is composed of a well-burnt material of a dark colour 
internally, but pale on the outside. The other is a small vessel about 
five inches high, and which, when entire, must have had a mouth 
not less than four and a half or five inches wide. It is of a brown 
colour on the outside, and consists of a dark material, mixed with 
small white or chalky particles. It has been roughly moulded by 
the hand, and has no ornament upon it, but is marked on the outside 
by rough grooves, following different directions, as if, when moist, it 
had been wrapped in straw. Wlien first obtained it contained some 
dark carbonaceous material in the base. 

The place from which these different skulls and pieces of pottery 
were removed is situated at the distance of about a mile from the 
present village of Pavenham. It is low ground, only a short dis- 
tance from the river Ouse, and near a part of the river where the 
water is shallow, and a ford formerly existed. About half a mile from 
the spot, lower down the river, there is an ancient bridge, and 
remains, extending from the bridge to the present village, still exist 
in places of a paved road. The bridge is now called Staflbrd Bridge, 
but this is supposed to be a corruption of Staneford or Stanford. 

The thanks of the meeting were given to Dr. Peacock for the 
paper. 

Mr. Caetee. Blake said the evidences of antiquity presented by 
the skull on the table were very weak indeed. It could not be deter- 
mined to be a Roman skull. Skulls found at Arrow, near Warwick, 
presented to the Society's Museum by Mr. George E. Roberts, coin- 
cided with the skull from Bedfordshire, and they had been calculated 
as having been buried about the date a.d. 1440. An idea pre- 
vailed that a Roman skull could be distinguished from a British 
skull by the wearing away of the enamel of the teeth in the one more 
than in the other, by eating different kind of food ; but he thought 
no reliance could be placed on such a distinction. In point of fact, 
the Romans and Britons ate the same kind of food. In later times, it 
was known, for instance, that before the battle of Agincourt, the English 
soldiers were ordered to provide themselves with forty days' rations of 
parched corn. It was a very vague way of determining that a skull was 
that of a Roman by the wearing away of the teeth. A method of ascer- 
taining the antiquity of human bones had been adopted by subject- 
ing them to chemical analysis; and Professor Busk had mentioned 
some curious cases in which there were ascertained to be a large pro- 
portion of certain substances in some human remains of the greatest 
antiquity. No chemical test had, however, been applied to the re- 
mains on the table, and there could be little doubt that the skulls 
brought from Arrow would generally agree with them. He should be 
sorry to assign to those remains anj' remote date. They were not found 
associated with other ancient remains in the gravel-pit, and they 
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were not connected in any way with tlie gravel in wliich tliey were 
deposited. 

Dr. Seemann remarked, in reference to the deceptive evidence 
which the wearing away of the teeth affords, that the teeth of the 
Esquimaux, who live chiefly on animal food, are worn away to the 
gums. 

Mr. BoLEAEET also made an observation on the character of the 
food in wearing away of the teeth. 

Mr. Walkee observed that the food of the King of Dahome'.s 
army consisted of parched corn, and he remarked that it was a curious 
fact that the food of tlie Africans at the present day should be the 
same as that of the ancient Roman soldiers. 

Dr. Peacock said that it was doubtful whether burial had been 
used or cremation : the bones were all found entire. 

Mr. Bendyshe then read a paper " On the History of Anthro- 
pology." (This paper is inserted in the Memoirs.) 

Thanks were given to Mr. Bendyshe. 

Mr. Mackenzie suggested that it would be better to defer any 
discussion on the paper until it had been printed in the proceedings 
of the Society. 

The Peesident directed attention to a work just published by the 
Society, the Life and Writings of Blumenhach, which had been trans • 
lated and edited by Mr. Bendyshe. That was not the place to ex- 
press an opinion on the very able manner in which the work had been 
brought out, but he believed that it would be found more valuable 
than any other work that had been published by the Society, and that 
it would do more for the establishment of anthropological science in 
this country. 

Mr. Bendyshe having briefly acknowledged the vote of thanks, 
the meeting adjourned to the 14th of February. 



Febkuaky 14th, 1865. 
The Peesident, De. James Hunt, in the Chaie. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following list of presents was announced as having been 
received: — Grindon, Nature, and Phenomena of Life. Burton, 
Handbook of Overland Explorations. Quatrefages, Metamorphoses 
of Man and Lower Animals (H. J. C. Beavan). Archeeological Journal, 
vols, iv, v, (H. Burnard Owen, Esq.) Collection of Photographs of 
Negroes (Dr. Hunt). Garbiglietti, Relazione sul Cranio di Neander- 
thal (Dr.'Barnard Davis). Beschrijving van een oost-Indischen Idio- 
tenschedel (Dr. Halbertsma). Waitz, Die Indianer Nord Amerikas 
(Dr. Hunt). 

The names of the Fellows elected since the last meeting were then 
read, as under : — John Meyer Harris, Esq. ; John Jones, Esq. ; Wil- 
liam Robinson, Esq ; Captain William Kincaid ; R. E. Dudgeon, 
Esq., M.D. 
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